









THE PLANET OF TANNO LAY IN THE LARGELY UNCHARTED 
STAR FIELD BETWEEN TERRAN FEDERATION SPACE AND THE 
KROGG SYSTEM. IT WAS A STRATEGIC POINT IN THE TERRAN 
BATTLE WITH THE KROGG MIGHTY STELLAR BATTLE FLEETS 
MANOEUVRED IN SPACE NEAR TANNO AS EACH SIDE STROVE FOR 
A POSITION OF ADVANTAGE. 

NO ONE CARED MUCH ABOUT THE PRIMITIVE NATIVES OF 
TANNO, UNTIL ONE DAY A STRANGER CAME AND FOUND THE 
ULTIMATE WEAPON IN THEIR CAVERNS OF OBLIVION. 





BY THE LIGHT OF AN ALIEN DAWN. THE LORD OF THE r ANNOSs»HmH|H| 
ASKFD FOR PROTECTION FROM THE CRAFT THAT FREQUENTLY STRAFFED THE PLANET 










FOPGiVE ME FOR DOUBTING— 
THE Pll'.AR OF POWER PROTECTS 
V US! 










ANOTH ER -Lt'rN MACHINE EcASl Will 
r TROki.ElE US NO MORE }T"I- 


On ’he f^'NGES of : anno 
T rE DESTROYED CRAFT 


E A TEHRAN SPACE PATROL HAD BEEN MONITORING 


« ' 







THE SCOUTSHIP PILOT. JIM NORTON. RECEIVED HIS 
ORDERS. \ \ 


uni 


AH CHANNELS ARE 
COMPLETELY DEAD. SIR. 
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SEND IN A SCOUTSHIP TO 
INVESTIGATE 


( I JUST WANT INFORMATION. 
s* NORTON. GET IN, ASSESS THE 
SITUATION, AND GET BACK HERE . 
“ r UNDERSTAND? 
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THE SCOUTSHIP WAS LAUNCHED. 








'll 


NORTON TO VANGUARD . .. COURSE 
650 BEARING 020 GREEN . . . 1 —’ 
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THE SCOUTSHIP ENTERED TANNO'S 
ATMOSPHERE AT HIGH SPEED. 


E PLANET LOOKS QUIET ENOUGH 
NO MACHINE TRACES YET ... JZ 
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JIM'S TRANSLATOR PACK PICKED UP A CU RIOUS 
l ANGUAGE, RaFIDI y ANALYSED it, an1D I*£Y1 
TO TRAN fL 
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NOW TO FIND A WAV TOPSIDES 
BEFORE THAT THING RECOVERS. 
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WHERE’S THE CREW? 



;m\\\ 


I ALONE CONTROL THIS 
^SHIPANDAlllTSf^ 
J/n FUNCTIONS, Ifcfcs 


A SHIP LIKE THIS WOULD BE 


A USEFUL ADDITION TO THE 
*7 TERRAN BATHE FLEET. r" 


LISTEN TO MY INSTRUCTIONS. LIFE FORM. YOU 
WILL RECOVER A CRYSTAL WHICH I NEED FOR 
FULFILMENT OF MY PROGRAMMED PURPOSE. 









T IS THc LINK FOR MY STARDRIVE 
circuits, ah attempts at 

RECOVERY HAVE FAILED, A LIFE- 
FORMMAS MARGINAL SUCCESS 
ttXm PROBABILITY. 


WHERE DO I START’ 


THE FLYER IS PRE PROGRAMMED TO 
TAKE YOU TO THE CRYSTAL'S LAST 
KNOWN LOCATION. C7 * 
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THE FLYER TRAVELLED 3EYOND THE STONE-AGE CAVERNS OF OBLIVION UNTIL IT CAME 


TO AN ORNATE TEMPLE 


I DON T BELIEVE 
IT! A PYRAMID. ’ 













































^i MUST ASSUME T-fc CRYSTAL VL. 
>’L AlLR HAS BEEN DEAD FOR 1.000 
YEARS, SO WHOEVER HE -ID FROM 
7 MUST Be DEAD AS WELL THERE'St* 
l NO lONOrR ANY REASON FOR J 
r^RO r ECl»NG IT. 1 ft 
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f MY FIRST PRIORITY NOW IS TO 
l FIND SOMETHING ON THAT 
* STARSHIP WHICH WILL PUT 
ME IN TOUCH WITH THE ADMIRAL. 











HEAR ME. LIFE FORM I AM 
IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF 
THE FLYER. THERE IS 
NOTHING YOU CAN DO 
NOW TO PREVENT THE 
RETURN OF MY CRYSTAL 
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I hope Tm'S BLAST COJO FLOATS LONG 
ENOUGH TO GET ME TO THE SPACECRAFT 



























|TH THE CRYSTAL BACK IN ITS POSSESSION 1m& BRAIN CONCENTRATED All ITS 
EMORY CIRCUITS Os PREPARING FOR ITS PROGRAMMED PURPOSE, ’ 


TAKE OFF ROUTINE Will COMMENCE 
IMMEDIATELY, f Ull FUNCTIONS ARE 
RESTORED AND OPERATIONAL . .. 


* MY FIRST PRIORITY IS TO V 
MND A SAFE PLACE BEFORE 
THE G-FORCf OF LIFT OFF 
^7 SQUASHFS ME FLAT* fg 


FUNCTIONS OPERATIONAL 
COUNTDOWN COMMENCED 
AND RUNNING AT Z ERO 
■H MINUS THIRTY. ■T- - I 


r EVERYTHING IS IN V/ORKING 
i ORDER AFTER 1000 YEARS IN 
MOTHBALLS. THE TECHNOLOGY 
■TiT IS FANTASTIC mi 
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THc STARSHIP SOON REACHED THE 
I ANNO ESCAPE VELOCITY ANO CNTERCD 
DEEP SPACE. 
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All CONTROLS ARE PROOFED 
AGAINS7 USC EXCEPT BY CORRECT 
CODE INPuT SEQUENCE IE YOU DO 
NOT IDENTITY YOURSELF CORRECTLY, 
THE NEXT SHOCK WILL KILL YOU. 


F? 
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INTRUDER' LEAVE THOSE 


CONTROLS ALONE 


WHERE DID YOU SPRING FROM? 


SOL III! THAT'S EARTH. YOU'VE 
BEEN WAITING 1000 YEARS TO 
BAST ATTACK EARTH. Wg 


LISTEN HERE .. . I’M THE LIFE FORM 
THAT GOT YOUR ALL-IMPORTANT 
CRYSTAL FOR YOU AND I WANT TO 
7 KNOW WHERE WE RE GOING T" 


LIFE FORM IS OF NO FURTHER USE. 
MY PRIME PURPOSE TO OBLITERATE 
SOL III IS ALL AUTOMATICALLY 
PRE-PROGRAMMED. YOU Will NOT 
TOUCH IHL CONTROLS AGAIN. 





















WHAT HAS HAPPENED HERE SINCE • 
ENTERED MY CRYOGENIC CAPSUIE 1 
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INDEED' THE LOG INDICATES INTERNAL 
ATMOSPHERIC CONTAMINATION WHEN 
^7 THE CRAFT LANDED AND OPENED 
( HATCHES. ALL THE CREW WERE 1 
^OVERPOWERED. I AM THE ONLY/ 
--T SURVIVOR YP' 


THE BRAIN HAS BEEN 
PROGRAMMED TO IGNORE 
ANY STOP INSTRUCTION. 
THE LAST DYING ACT OF 
MY COMRADES WAS TO 
TURN THIS SHIP INTO A 
MINDLESS WAR MACHINE 
EARTH WILL BE DESTROYED 
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2 -/ WE RE TRAPPED- THE BRAIN 
'CONTROLS ALL INTERNAL HATCHES f 
‘ AND IS STOPPING US TAMPERING * 
WITH ITS MAIN CONTROL UNIT. WE'RE 
TRAPPED WITH A USELESS TERAMNAL. J 


WE’LL NEVER SHIFT 
f THIS. ITS SOLID I 


W THE ONLY HATCHES WITH MANUAL ^ 
OVER-RIDE ARE THE EXTERNAL ONES. THAT 
fc WOULD BE TOO DANGEROUS TO TRY 














JIM DECIDED TO TRT FROM THE OUTSIDE. 
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THE BRAIN Will FIND A WAY TO STOP YOU. 
IT IS AN IMPOSSIBLE MISSION. 


WE'U DIE ANYWAY . . . WHY NOT 
DIE TRYING TO SAVE OTHERS. 
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IT'LL BE A IONG WAIK 
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THE MOMENTUM OF HIS PUSH CARRIED JIM NEARER AND NEARER TO HIS GOAL, BUT 
THE LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEM WAS FAILING FAST. *7^ GQNE A|R G6TTlNG 5TME : 

~^ % -T SUIT GETTING COLD. 1-- 
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ATTENTION LIFE FORM -THi$ 
-1 IS FINAL WARNING MM 


THANK JUPE .. 
THE RIGHT ONE 


ACTIVATE ROBOTS LIFE FORM 
CLIK'CLAK!... 


■ MUST BE 

PREVIOUS PROGRAMMES AND 
PRIME OBJECTIVE NOW 
RESCINDED AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS 







I HAVE SET COURSE FOR THE 


ESTIMATED POSITION OF YOUR 
BATTLE FLEET.TT—“T 


It WHILE WE'RE SEARCHING U. 
THEM OUT YOU MUST SHOW ME 

r HOW THIS SHIP’S 

FIREPOWER WORKS JHk 


fHE STARSHIP'S WEAPONRY WAS CONTROLLED FROM A CENTRAL TARGET SELECTOR 


J AIM AT THE TARGET—THE 
p DISTANCE AND SPEED ARE 
COMPUTED AUTOMATICALLY 
^THE COMP WILL THEN FIRE 
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ON THE EARTH COMMANDSHIP. 


THE KROGGS HAVE BROKEN 
FORMATION—THEY'RE RUNNING. 




ALL UNITS EXCEPT THE FLAGSHIP 
TO PURSUE THE ENEMY UNTIL THE 
^FORMAL SURRENDER IS RECEIVED. 

FLAGSHIP ... PREPARE TO GO 
^ALONGSIDE THE STRANGER. 









A$ JIM NORTON SHUTTLED BACK TO THE ADMIRAL. THE STARSHIP FROM 
Tfifc CAVERNS Of OBLIVION SET OFF BACK TO ITS OWN PLANET. 1/ 


THERE HE GOES! HOME FROM 
THE WAR AFTER 1.000 YEARS. 
I HOPE HE MAKES IT! T—’ 
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COME 

STARBLAZING 



ALSO ON SALE THIS MONTH 





























